Class Willow- Spring 1 Newsletter 2026

Many thanks

Mrs Chapman / Mrs Redfearn

Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful festive break and are looking forward to the new year in Willow class.

We would like to take this opportunity to share some information about the upcoming term in Class Willow that we hope you
will find helpful. Our new topic for this half term is ‘Tremors! - Earthquakes and Volcanoes.’ Have a look on the next page to
see what we will be learning in the different curriculum areas. We look forward to another half-term, learning and taking part
in lots of fun activities whilst doing so! See the Headteacher Newsletter for important dates.

Tremors!

Reminders Earthquakes and Volcanoes

- PEis every Tuesday and
Thursday

- Homework will be handed out
on Friday and is due in the
following Wednesday

- Reading - three times a week
at home

- Times Table practice - three
times a week at home

Class Willow Reading Book

Rumaysa- This is the debut novel from the author Radiya Hadiza which puts
a fresh twist on the classic fairytales: Rapunzel, Cinderella and Sleeping
Beauty, retelling these fantastical, traditional tales within an authentic
Islamic world. Rumaysa is an empowering role model and each of the
stories in this text deals with a range of themes such as grief, friendship and
kindness. Rumaysa was the Waterstones Children’s Book of the Month and
now has a sequel Rumaysa, Ever After.

iy

Times Tables

We are working hard to consolidate and increase our recall of times
tables. Please continue to log on to Times Tables Rock Stars regularly to
keep your recall skills sharp. By now, children in Year 5 and 6 should know
all their tables off by heart. Once you are fluent with this recall, the next
step is to learn the corresponding division facts (“If | know 7x8 is 56, then
56 divided by 7 is....”)

Reading

Reading remains the most important thing you can do to support your
child’s learning. We monitor reading very closely and encourage all
children to read every day in class. Please continue to listen to your child
read on a regular basis and ask them about the books they are reading.
Please include a brief note in the reading record when your child has read
to you. If your child is not bringing their reading book home every day, let
us know and we will ensure they have it before they leave.




English

Rumaysa — A fairy tale — prequel

writing

The Whale - descriptions, recounts,

newspaper reports

Computing

Programming

PSHE
Keeping Safe,
including

online safety

Science
e Properties of materials -
properties of
liquids, solids and gases.
e Exploring the water cycle,
enliible materiale and

Geography

Y5/6
Spring 1

Tremors!
Earthquakes

and Volcanoes

Formation of volcanoes
e How earthquakes happen
e FEarth’s structure

Art and Design

Watercolours
Making
monotypes

Maths

Fractions
Ratio
Multiplication and division

Music
e Wider opportunities

programme — Learning
to play the Ukulele

RE
e Isit betterto express
yourself in art and
architecture or
charitvy R cenerncitv?




